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25th of February 2008,

EU Action against deforestation and illegal logging

Dear Commissioner Dimas,

We, the undersigned members of the European Parliament, wish to share our alarm over the impacts of deforestation and forest degradation. According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, forest loss has reached levels of 13 million hectares per year, and in the Amazon, known as "the lungs of the world", deforestation is on the rise again, announced the Brazilian government last month.

According to the most recent estimates, if deforestation continues at current rates, fifty five per cent of the Amazon rainforests could be destroyed by 2030 and all tropical forests of Indonesia and Papua Guinea may be gone by 2015. 

The environmental, social and economic impacts of this destruction are huge. Deforestation is responsible for about one fifth of global green house gas emissions, is fuelling biodiversity loss on an unprecedented scale, and either directly or indirectly affects 90% of the world's 1,2 billion people who live in extreme poverty. Economically speaking, unless urgent political action is taken the costs for governments will increase astronomically and jeopardise the prosperity of future generations. 
Over-exploitation and illegal logging by the forestry sector, as well as the expansion of permanent agriculture such as intensive soybean cultivation and oil palm plantations destined for export markets, count among the main drivers of forest loss. As a global consumer and trade partner, the EU has an obligation to consider the impact of its policies and actions, and to promote equity in the use of forest resources. 

In light of this, and given the unacceptably slow progress in this area to date, we are encouraged by the Commission's announcement in its 2008 work programme of a "forest package". We understand this will include two Communications: one on "avoided deforestation", and the other on "the prevention of placing on the EU market of illegally harvested timber and timber products". 

As regards the latter, we would like to reiterate here our support for a legislative approach to preventing the selling of illegal timber and products on the EU market - as expressed in the European Parliament Resolution of July 2005 and in our joint letter to you and your Commissioner colleagues from May 2006. In other words, we would like to see legislation which requires that timber and timber products placed on the European market come from legal sources and well-managed forests - as per option 4b of the public consultation carried out by the European Commission last year.

To be effective, we believe the legislation should fulfil the following requirements:- 
i) use Article 175 (Environment) as the legal basis;
ii) place the burden of proof on companies; 
iii) set standardised requirements for chain of custody and legality verification systems for wood;
iv) define a generic standard of legality, including strong environmental and social provisions based on the three pillars of sustainable forest management (Economic, Environmental, Social);
v) cover all wood products, including raw materials for biofuels production;
vi) ensure that implementation is cost-effective, clear and non-discriminatory, especially towards small-scale industry. 

vii) contribute significantly to the international objectives of reducing deforestation, mitigating climate change, halting biodiversity loss and alleviating poverty, 

It is essential that this legislation seek to resolve the problem of the placement of illegal and destructive timber on the EU market once and for all and that, once in place, regulatory stability is ensured. We believe that, if designed as set out above, the legislation will create a level playing field on the European market and thus deliver immense long term economic benefits. In particular, it will end price depreciation, rule out rogue companies, and reward responsible companies and forest owners that have been investing in responsible forest management for the past decades. 

We urge the Commission to keep the European Parliament informed of its next steps regarding the forest package, and request a formal bilateral dialogue on timber regulation. We sincerely hope it will make maximum use of the momentum created by the Climate Summit of December, and of the UN Conference on Biodiversity scheduled for May, to publish this package without further delay - presenting its legislative proposal before the summer so that a first reading can be concluded by the Parliament before the European elections in June 2009 - and for it to be far-reaching and ambitious. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely, 
Signatories :

